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“For unto 
    us a Child is born.
    Unto us a son is given...”

ecember has arrived! The “most 
wonderful time of the year” 
is officially here. Decorating, 

shopping, baking, wrapping, 
Christmas caroling, parties…sounds like 

the picture perfect Christmas! Or does it? Of course, 
while many of these activities are quite enjoyable 
and festive, they have been known to cause a great 
deal of stress and even unhappiness when they 
don’t go quite as planned. 
It seems as if sometimes we get carried 
away with what we think will provide just 
the perfect Christmas. We search for the 
latest, great ideas to fill the season with 
“joy to the world” and “peace on earth”! 
The truth is we don’t have to search at all. 
Christmas came knocking at our door more 
than 2,000 years ago on a star-lit night in a 
small town called Bethlehem. 
God, because of his great love for us, gave us the 
truly picture perfect Christmas on that holy night. 
Jesus, the tiny King, born to an ordinary girl in a 
not so picture perfect stable. In the midst of cows 
and sheep, brought LIGHT to a dark world. And at 
that moment everything changed. Hope was born 
and Love saturated the earth. As you enjoy this 
Christmas with your loved ones, don’t worry about 
making it “picture perfect”…it already is! 

Beverly Altopp (Tomb), Class of 1975
Interim Director of  
Elementary Music
P.S. As you take a moment to meet a 
few of our gifted students on the next 
several pages, may you find yourself 
imagining a “picture perfect Christmas” 
through the eyes of a child. 

Parties, Field Trips & Feasts,
              Oh My!
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Tristan and Eli were asked
to draw the manger scene 
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Samantha  

Asa  

Katie & T.J.
Meet 1st grader 
Samantha & Asa 

in Kindergarten

Meet 4th 
graders,  
Katie and T.J. 



Cougars efore Christmas approaches, 
there is the arrival of winter. It is 
a season of cold, biting weather. 

The skies are held by a temporary 
bleakness that seems to last forever. As the 
sun slowly fades, the trees and grass wither 
away, and the animals become quieter and 
sleep. This unwelcoming sensation of nature 
even spreads to people, as spending time 
at outdoor get-togethers come to be less 
frequent. All of the brightness that was once 
outside seems to have disappeared. Yet, 
despite this frigid atmosphere that winter 
gives off, there is something even more 
beautiful and pleasant. 
The joy and happiness and all of the warm 
feelings are not gone or locked away until 
the thermometer begins to rise again. They 
just happen to move inside. People make the 
indoors more inviting when the weather tends 
to do the contrary. They crowd inside of cozy 
buildings and gather together. It is as if the 
cold encourages us to fill our time with the 
company of other people. Whether it be with 
family, friends, or sometimes even strangers, 
we can easily find someone to connect with 
and share our time. One of the blessings of 
Christmas is that it extends this fellowship 
with other people to an even greater degree. 
The holiday brings out the best, heartfelt 
qualities that people possess within. Giving 
and receiving gifts and eating wholesome 
foods are typically the superficial impressions 
that Christmas seemingly radiates. Although 
these things will bring people together, there 
is still something that is deeper and more 
special about this season.
This sentimental time of togetherness melts 
and opens our hearts to be more affectionate 
and tender to the needs of others. The holiday 

causes widespread acts of love to the less 
fortunate. We want to give back and spread 
those warm feelings that originate in us to 
the people who are not so lucky. I believe this 
to be one of the most beautiful things that 
Christmas causes. The church I attend has 
allowed me the opportunity to participate 
in volunteer activities. I have personally 
seen people, who I did not expect, donate 
or sacrifice their time for the sake of others. 
These are people who they know nothing 
about but still want to use their means 
to positively affect them. Through these 
experiences, I am able to see the power of 
God sending Jesus to us. He sacrificed all of 
himself to the service towards sinners, and 
Christmas ultimately stirs up in our spirits 
a desire to be charitable. By just displaying 
a small fraction of our compassion and 
generosity, all those who provide, bear the 
image of God. Christmas is genuinely a 
season like no other. Awakening people to 
act selflessly appears to be more difficult, as 
there are so many hardships and sufferings 
prevalent in our world. However, in the midst 
of this, Christmas inspires the dispersing of 
altruism both near and far. This is the pizazz 
and the sparkle that sets Christmas apart as 
such a unique time for me and many others.

That Christmas Feeling B

Amber is our top 
ranked senior and 
has many remarkable 
gifts. Not only is 
she an incredibly 
intelligent and diligent 
scholar, she is also 
a gifted writer and 
painter. Amber was 
asked to write a 
narrative and paint 
or draw her picture 
perfect Christmas.
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Meet 
Amber 
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Meet Dusty (Redmond) Perez
– 2002
 
bout a month ago I had the 
privilege to go back to Phoenix 
Christian and photographed 
the teachers and staff for the 
recent issue of CougarNow! 
I felt so honored to be asked 

to be a part of the Superhero Edition and 
had the best time seeing some old teachers 
and meeting some new ones! The campus 
blew me away. The trees had grown huge 
and the courtyard where I would eat lunch 
everyday with Brittany Crowe and Andrea 
Martin was so beautiful!!! I loved how 
they added scripture all over the walls, 
over doorways, and even next to drinking 
fountains. A constant reminder of God’s love 
for us! Phoenix Christian will always hold a 
special place in my heart and I truly cannot 
say thank you enough to Lisa Blake for 
allowing me to be a part of what this school 
stands for today!!

A lthough we have so much we could share with you about PC, we really 
wanted this issue to greet you like a Christmas card. You know the one 
that you open and it gives you that warm, yummy feeling. So speaking 
of yummy, I think I need to share my very favorite Christmas recipe 
with the PC community. If you like peppermint and chocolate, you’ll 

love this dessert. My Grandma Oscarson made this one often, but we always 
expected it on Christmas day and she never disappointed us! 
We hope you enjoyed this issue and had a glimpse of the “picture perfect 
Christmas” through the eyes of children. Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, there’s just 
something about that name. May Jesus be your reason this Christmas. Let’s put 
crazy down, and let us worship Immanuel, God with us.

Letter from the Editor

A
Peppermint 
Ice-Cream 
Dessert

Calendar

We’d love to hear from you! Please 
send us updates or comments to 
cougarnow@phoenixchristian.org.

-Lisa Blake

January

3
First day of  

2nd semesterJanuary

6
Middle School 
Winter Dance 

7:00-9:00pm

January

24
Serve Day 

Noon dismissal
January

27
Prospective 

Student 
Open House

10:00am-1:00pm

February

13
All-School 

Career 
Exploration  

& Fair
8:30-10:30am

Ingredients:
1/2 gallon peppermint ice cream
8 oz semi-sweet chocolate chips
2/3rds stick butter 
1 tsp vanilla
4 cups Rice Krispy cereal
Melt butter and chocolate together. Add 
vanilla and stir in Rice Krispies. Pat down 
2/3rd of mixture on bottom of 8x13 pan. 
Add soften peppermint ice-cream. Sprinkle 
remainder of mix on top. Freeze to harden.

Enjoy...see if 

you can resist a 

second helping!
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